
It is not an easy task to articulate what we have 
all experienced collectively these past few years. 
Time has simultaneously felt frozen and flying by 
at lightspeed. While Preservation Buffalo Niagara 
was able to continue many of our usual efforts 
to fight for, maintain, and better our historic 
landscape, some of our programming has been in 
an uncertain state of limbo. 

That’s why we are especially excited to be 
bouncing back in 2022. This year’s programming 
will be a reunion with you, our members, and with 
a part of ourselves that we have long missed. We 
will remain focused on how best to ensure the 
safety of attendees and tourgoers and we look 
forward to seeing you online or in-person this 
spring and summer. In this issue, we will share our 
plans for the first half of 2022. 

We hope to see you soon as often as possible. 

HAMLIN PARK HISTORIC  
DISTRICT TOUR 
Virtual Tour | April 28 | 6:00 PM 
$10 Suggested Donation 

We are celebrating the first self-guided tour 
released during PBN’s inaugural Preservation 
Passport season last year. On April 28, experience 

the history of the Hamlin Park Historic 
District from anywhere with PBN’s Director of 
Preservation Services Christiana Limniatis and 
Preservation Planner Tabitha O’Connell.

Named for a former horse-racing track on 
the site, the Hamlin Park neighborhood was 
developed in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries and contains an excellent collection 
of residential properties from this era. It is also 
an example of the success of the federal Model 
Cities program, which offered rehabilitation loans 
to homeowners as an alternative to conventional 
urban renewal efforts.

Join us from anywhere and virtually take in 
Hamlin Park’s past and present. Explore notable 
sites in the neighborhood such as local music 
staple Doris Records and the home of legendary 
African American architect Robert T. Coles. 
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Doris Records, a staple in the Hamlin Park Historic District.
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Happy Spring, Preservationists!

As the weather turns nicer, it 
is heartening to see so many 
opportunities to gather again!  
Some of Buffalo’s favorite 
events – from the Garden 
Walk to Juneteenth – are 
back live and in-person this 
year, and PBN’s own favorite 
events are no exceptions! We 
will be bringing back our first 
in-person Preservation Awards 
event since 2019, along with 
several tours, lectures, and 
other events.

Also, you can expect updates 
in our e-newsletter or on 
our social media about our 
Eliza Quirk House Project, 
and ways for our members 
to get involved and support 
PBN’s new office and community space in the heart of the 
Michigan Street African American Cultural Heritage Corridor.

We hope that we will get to see all our members out and 
about in the coming months – we are always so grateful for 
your support and for the continued opportunity to build a 
preservation community together.

See you in the sunshine!

Yours,

Jessie Fisher 
Executive Director

Letter from the  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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PRESERVATION 101 
Virtual Lecture | May 3 | 6:00 PM 
$10 Suggested Donation

On May 3, Director of Preservation Services 
Christiana Limniatis will offer this introductory 
course which provides an overview of the history 
of historic preservation, discusses how preservation 
projects are accomplished, and explores the 
social, economic, and environmental benefits of 
preserving our historic built environment.

Whether you’re new to preservation or looking to 
brush up on the basics, this is the course for you.

2022 PRESERVATION AWARDS
In-Person Celebration | May 19 | 5:30 PM 
$75 PBN Members | $85 General Public

We can’t believe it either, but the Preservation 
Awards are back!

On Thursday, May 19, 2022, join us inside the 
luminous Toshiko Mori-designed Eleanor and 
Wilson Greatbatch Pavilion, which offers a 
stunning view of revered local landmark the 
Darwin Martin House.

Find out who is the best of the best in preservation 
across Western New York, who will take home the 
Louise Bethune Award for Outstanding Project, 
which up-and-coming preservationist will receive 
the Mary Talbert Award for Emerging Preservation 
Leader, and many more!

The 2022 Preservation Awards will also feature 
keynote speaker Donovan Rypkema, an industry 
leader in the economics of preserving historic 
structures. This unique event offers a singular 
opportunity to reunite with industry colleagues, 
enjoy a cocktail or two, and bid on exclusive silent 
auction experiences including a behind-the-scenes 
meet and greet at the Central Terminal and a 
private tour and dinner aboard the S.S. Columbia 
docked at Silo City.

Space is limited, so get your tickets as soon as 
you can. We cannot wait to see you there!

TERRA COTTA CITY! 
In-Person Walking Tour | May 21 | 11:00 AM 
$20 PBN Members | $25 General Public

On May 21, PBN’s very own terra cotta authority 
Christiana Limniatis will be back guiding the 
magical terra cotta mystery tour she was born to 
lead! Terra cotta is one of the oldest ornamental 
building materials, and has been used to 
embellish many of Buffalo’s iconic downtown 
buildings since the 19th century. 

Join us for a jam-packed jaunt around downtown 
Buffalo featuring extraordinary examples like the 
Guaranty Building, the Electric Tower, and the 
Calumet Building. Discover the technology and 
methods used to not only build but preserve 
these incredible terra cotta icons.

Our Spring and Summer Plans
continued from front cover

The Eleanor and Wilson Greatbach Pavilion, venue for the 
2022 Preservation Awards.

The Guaranty Building, one of the many buildings featured 
on the Terra Cotta City! walking tour.

continued on page 4
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THE LITTLE BROTHEL THAT COULD 
Members-Only Tour and Lecture | June 21 
6:00 PM | $20 PBN Members

On June 21, join us to learn about the past and 
future of the Eliza Quirk House. PBN’s own Jessie 
Fisher and Christiana Limniatis will share the 
history of the home and its infamous owner, Eliza 
Quirk, plus attendees will get an exclusive update 
on plans for the rehabilitation of the home. Small 
group tours will be led inside the building. 

INTRO TO PBN’S GAY PLACES INITIATIVE 
WITH DR. JEFFRY IOVANNONE
Virtual Lecture | June 23 | 6:00 PM 
$10 Suggested Donation

Founded in 2020, PBN’s Gay Places Initiative 
is dedicated to documenting, preserving, and 
celebrating LGBTQ historic sites in Western New 
York. Through the Initiative, we aim to focus on 
a more inclusive, holistic history that rejects the 
idea that gay history only happened in major 
coastal cities.

On June 23, Dr. Jeffry Iovannone will revisit 
the historic sites from the original blog series, 
introduce some newly identified ‘gay places,’ 
and discuss PBN’s vision for documenting and 
preserving LGBTQ heritage in the next year.

SWEENEY ESTATE HISTORIC  
DISTRICT TOUR
In-Person Walking Tour | July 16 | 11:00 AM 
$20 PBN Members | $25 General Public

Experience Preservation Passport in-person! 
On July 16, join our Preservation Services team, 

Christiana Limniatis and Tabitha O’Connell, for 
a delightful Saturday walk around the Sweeney 
Estate Historic District in Tonawanda, which was 
featured in our 2021 Preservation Passport season. 

Sometimes referred to as the “Lumber Baron” 
neighborhood, this district was initially developed 
by James Sweeney, Sr. starting when he purchased 
the land that now comprises it in 1824. It became 
home to a mix of wealthy and middle-class 
citizens and features both high-style Victorian-era 
homes and smaller workers’ cottages.

EB GREEN TOUR DE FORCE 
Bike Tour | July 31 | 11:00 AM/ 
$20 PBN Members | $25 General Public

Experience the indelible mark architect E.B. 
Green left on the city of Buffalo while cycling! 
With a career spanning over 70 years, Edward 
Brodhead Green made enormous architectural 
contributions to Buffalo, producing over 200 
buildings including the Market Arcade, the Buffalo 
Savings Bank, and the Albright-Knox Art Gallery.

Join us on this unique bike tour crafted and 
guided by PBN’s own board member Katie 
Moriarity. This ride is open to bikers of all levels, 
includes 10-12 miles of moderately paced biking, 
and is expected to take at least 2.5 hours.

Executive Director Jessie Fisher and Director of Preservation 
Services Christiana Limniatis speak to an audience at the 
Eliza Quirk House at 72 Sycamore Street.

309 Goundry, a brick and stone house built in 1900 that is 
now within the Sweeney Estate Historic District.

Katie Moriarity with E.B. Green tourgoers. 

Our Spring and Summer Plans
continued from page 3
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Rating: 

Welcome to PBN’s newest column, “Wait, That’s 
About Preservation?”, where PBN staff reviews 
movies, tv shows, and other media that are, 
surprisingly, all about historic preservation. 

Two Weeks Notice is probably not at the top 
of your list of films about historic preservation, 
but you may be surprised when you re-watch it 
(and you should do so immediately). This movie 
is about being true to yourself and taking action 
to preserve the things you value most—whether 
through fighting to save your beloved community 
center, or your newfound love obsession with 
your boss. 

I must confess, I saw this movie when it was first 
released in theaters and purchased the DVD as 
soon as it was available. For the next few years, 
if I wasn’t studying or gallivanting about town, I 
was most likely on the couch watching this gem 
of a romantic comedy. One of the last films of the 
90s/early aughts golden age of rom-coms, it calls 
back to the wit and charm of classic Hollywood 
screwball comedies. 

The movie opens with environmental lawyer and 
activist Lucy Kelson (Sandra Bullock) attempting 

to prevent the demolition of a landmarked 
historic theatre. Impassioned by her love of the 
building, Lucy ends up literally dangling from a 
wrecking ball while quoting portions of the NYC 
Landmarks Law to the tune of the approaching 
police sirens. Upon being bailed out by her 
equally left-wing attorney parents (Dana Ivey 
and Robert Klein), she finds out that her beloved 
Coney Island Community Center is slated for 
demolition to make way for new beachfront 
condos. To stop this inappropriate development, 
Lucy confronts the mega-wealthy developer, 
George Wade (Hugh Grant). 

Unbeknownst to Lucy, due to his inability to hire 
a competent candidate and his womanizing 
behavior, George has recently found himself 
lawyer-less. During their hysterical back and 
forth, George offers the Harvard-trained Lucy the 
role of Chief Counsel in exchange for a promise 
to not demolish the community center. When 
Lucy begrudgingly accepts, preservation-minded 
development and hilarity ensues. 

Lucy quickly becomes so important to George’s 
business (and, to her irritation, personal life) that 
he is incapable of making any decision without 
her. But with construction set to begin on the 
new condo project (reconfigured to avoid the 
demolition of the community center) and her 
constant struggle to maintain a healthy work-
life balance, Lucy gives her – wait for it – two 
weeks’ notice. Not a complete jerk, she stays 
on to ensure that the condo project kicks off 
correctly and participates in the job search for her 
replacement. 

Only once George hires her replacement, fellow 
Harvard grad June Carter (Alicia Witt), does Lucy 

A “will they, won’t they, 
oh they definitely will” 
romance that is sure to 
touch your preservation-
ist heart.

Lucy Kelson (Sandra Bullock) putting her body on the 
frontline to save her architectural landscape. Fortis Films / 
Warner Bros. Pictures.

continued on page 11

A Review of “Two Weeks
Notice” (2002)
By Christiana Limniatis, Director of Preservation  
Services

Wait, That’s About Preservation? 
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GREAT NORTHERN GRAIN ELEVATOR 
UPDATE
While the New York State Supreme Court upheld 
the granting of an emergency demolition permit 
for the Great Northern Grain Elevator, the 
building remains standing due to a temporary 
stay of demolition. It has now been over three 
months since the significant, locally-landmarked 
structure was damaged in a windstorm, and true to 
preservationists’ assertions, it has not shown signs 
of further collapse. An appeal of the court decision 
is being heard now.

BUFFALO LANDMARKING UPDATES
On January 25th, the Buffalo Common Council 
approved PBN’s application for local landmarking 
of the Charles G. Curtiss Company Malt House at 
1100 Niagara Street. We also recently submitted a 
landmark application for the house at 1274 West 
Avenue, aka the Cutting Family Cottage, after 
it was threatened with demolition. The Buffalo 
Preservation Board recommended its designation 
at their March 17th meeting. The application will 
now move on to the Common Council for a public 
hearing before the Legislation Committee. The 
small workers’ cottage with Italianate-style detailing 
was built c. 1876 for engraver Henry Cutting by his 
father, Harvey Cutting, and housed multiple other 

working-class families over the years. Today, it still 
has many of its original architectural details and is a 
rare surviving example of an Italianate-style worker’s 
cottage on Buffalo’s West Side.

NATIONAL REGISTER LISTINGS
Since our last newsletter, three Western New York 
sites in three different counties have been added 
to the National Register of Historic Places. The 
Lily Dale Assembly Historic District in Pomfret, 
Chautauqua County, was listed on January 28th. 
Established on the shore of Upper Cassadaga Lake 
in 1879 as a camp and meeting place for adherents 
of the Spiritualist Movement, Lily Dale grew to 
approximately 160 acres and today remains an 
intact example of a late-19th/early-20th-century 
camp meeting community. The new historic district 
contains over 200 buildings and sites, including 
houses, cottages, businesses, public gathering 
spaces, and outdoor recreation areas.

On February 14th, the Reynolds House in the Village 
of Alfred, Allegany County was listed. The c. 1864 
residence was built for local feed mill owner James 
Lester Reynolds and is an excellent example of a 
Victorian-era house that combines aspects of the 
Gothic Revival and Second Empire styles. 

Finally, the Fedders Manufacturing Company 
Factory Complex at 31-71 Tonawanda Street in 
Buffalo was listed on February 25th. Founded in 

Preservation in Progress

The Great Northern Grain Elevator after sustaining damage 
from a windstorm in December 2021.

1274 West Avenue, the Cutting Family Cottage.
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1896, the company constructed their first building 
on this site in 1907 and continued to expand 
the complex over the years. They specialized 
in manufacturing automobile radiators before 
becoming nationally known for air conditioning 
products.

NORTH TONAWANDA MEMORIAL POOL 
The North Tonawanda Historic Preservation 
Commission (NTHPC) is proceeding with local 
landmarking and National Register listing of the 
city’s Payne Avenue Memorial Pool. Endangered 
after a 2019 feasibility study recommended 
demolishing it and building a new aquatic center, 
the pool is significant as an example of the work 
of Wesley Bintz. Approximately 100-170 Bintz-
designed pools were built in the U.S. from the 
1920s to the 1950s, but only about 12 are known 
to be still standing. North Tonawanda’s pool 
was built in 1947-48, representing a mid-to-late 
career example of Bintz’s work, as well as an 
example of his style choices evolving to meet the 
preferences and popular aesthetics of the time. 
The NTHPC hopes to have their public hearing on 
the local landmark application in May.

PLACEECONOMICS VISITS BUFFALO
Washington, D.C.-based real estate and economic 
development consulting firm PlaceEconomics 
visited 17 historic districts in Buffalo during 
March. The firm conducts studies and surveys 
and assembles robust reports concerning the 
economic impacts of historic preservation. PBN 
and the Lipsey Architecture Center Buffalo have 
partnered to bring them to Buffalo to assess the 
impact of preservation on the City of Buffalo. The 
final report will be available this summer.

Payne Avenue Memorial Pool.

Terry Alford discusses the Michigan Street African American 
Corridor with the PlaceEconomics team and PBN Executive 
Director Jessie Fisher.

From left to right, PlaceEconomics Director of 
Communications and Design Kaylyn Cotton, Principal of 
Place Economics Donovan Rypkema, Executive Director 
of the Michigan Street African American Heritage Corridor 
Commission Terry Alford, PBN Executive Director Jessie 
Fisher, and PlaceEconomics Senior Associate for Planning 
and Development Rodney Swinek.



In February, PBN was pleased to welcome Corey 
Fabian-Barrett to our team. 

An experienced nonprofit professional and 
historian, Corey Fabian-Barrett has 15+ years’ 
experience supporting community organizations 
focused on history and historic preservation. She 
received her BA in history and archaeology from 
Smith College and an MA with distinction from 
University College London. A baker, a writer, and 
a miniaturist, Corey lives in a classic North Buffalo 
foursquare with her husband and holds the 
coveted position of best friend to Millie, arguably 
the best dog in the world.

Why does preservation matter?

I could wax poetic about how much I love history 
and the beauty of old things, but I think PBN’s 
members are already with me on those subjects! 
For anyone who needs convincing, the fact is 
that preservation is our future – it’s sustainable, 
it’s community-centric, and it’s an undeniable 
economic booster.

What brought you to PBN?

I’ve always been drawn to historic preservation’s 
combination of activism and history—how the 
movement is all about passionate individuals 
coming together to fight for the places and 
communities that matter most to them. I’d 
been following PBN for years on social media 
and greatly admired the organization’s values 
and chutzpah. What’s not to love about a small, 
plucky team fighting the good fight? I’m delighted 
to be a part of the team and support PBN’s critical 
work in my new role.

What is your favorite local landmark?

It will surprise no one who knows me to learn 
that the Richardson Olmsted Campus takes the 
cake for me. I had the pleasure of working there 
for many years after moving to Buffalo in 2015 
and I love it so much! It’s got it all: gorgeous 
H.H. Richardson-designed buildings, a beautifully 
reimagined landscape originally designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, and 
a fascinating, complicated history that we’re 
still discovering and unpacking. Plus, it’s one of 
the largest adaptive reuse projects in the entire 
country! I can’t wait to see what happens as the 
rehabilitation project moves into its next chapter.

What structure is overlooked or underrated?

Is it a cop-out to say the whole historic fabric 
of Buffalo? I think it’s terribly underrated how 
you can walk (or bike!) from the harbor to North 
Buffalo and see the history of the city evolve right 
before your eyes through its architecture. 

Any hidden talents?

I’m super-proud of my challah-braiding skills, 
which doesn’t come up often! A slightly less 
hidden talent of mine is my penchant for 
miniature pen-and-ink house portraits—you can 
check out my tiny drawings on Instagram  
@millieandbean.

 

Introducing Corey Fabian-Barrett
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS & GRANTS MANAGEMENT
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Corey Fabian-Barrett, PBN’s new Director of Operations & 
Grants Management. 
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Preservation Buffalo Niagara’s self-guided 
tour program Preservation Passport is back 
for another season! Preservation Passport 
encourages discovery and exploration by 
spotlighting our region’s National Register 
Historic Districts. Each year PBN spotlights 
different individual districts by publishing in-
depth travelogue guidebooks detailing each 
district’s history. These portable guidebooks 
allow readers to enjoy self-guided tours across 
Western New York and experience each district’s 
distinctive architecture for themselves. 

Subscribe to Preservation Passport to receive all 
of this year’s travelogues at once, or pick your 
favorites at https://bit.ly/PreservationPassport.

From Buffalo’s West Village to Ellicottville, join 
us as we explore Western New York’s historic 
legacy one historic district at a time.

Alfred Historic District  
Alfred, New York 
Travelogue Release Date: May 2022

Consisting of 55 acres and 
133 buildings, the Alfred 
Historic District features a 
mix of commercial, civic, 
religious, and residential 
architecture dating from 
1818 to 1930. With styles 
ranging from Greek Revival 
to Neoclassical, the district 
also includes the National-
Register-listed Fireman’s 
Hall, and is well known for 
its many red terra cotta 
tile roofs, which reflect the 
importance of the local 
ceramic industry in the area.

Ellicottville Historic District  
Ellicottville, New York 
Travelogue Release Date: June 2022

While currently known as a 
playground for outdoor fun 
and adventure, Ellicottville 
was originally planned and 
settled starting in 1817 as a 
center for land transactions. 
Prospering as the onetime 
county seat of Cattaraugus 
County, this district retains 
its Federal style Town Hall/
Old Cattaraugus County 
Courthouse, while also 
featuring stylish commercial 
buildings from the latter half 
of the 19th century.

French Portage Road Historic District 
Westfield, New York 
Travelogue Release Date: July 2022

The French Portage 
Road Historic District 
encompasses the 
commercial core of 
the village of Westfield, 
which was founded at the 
intersection of two early 
roads. Its 104 buildings 
include a brick mansion 
constructed in the 1820s, 
several brick commercial 
buildings from the 
1860s-70s, and the former 
headquarters building 
of Welch Foods, which 
operated out of Westfield 
for decades.

S P O T L I G H T

Preservation Passport Season 2 Preview

Cover of the Alfred 
Historic District 
travelogue designed by 
Darren Cotton featuring 
the Terra Cotta Building.

Cover of the Ellicottville 
Historic District 
travelogue designed by 
Darren Cotton featuring 
the St. John’s Episcopal 
Church.

Cover of the French 
Portage Road Historic 
District travelogue 
designed by Darren 
Cotton featuring the 
McClurg Museum.
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start to have second thoughts about letting her 
job and George go. Her attempt to untangle 
her professional and romantic feelings is further 
thrown for a loop when she finds out that 
George’s Wade Corporation might renege on the 
promise to save the community center. 

Do George and Lucy fall madly in love? Does the 
community center get saved? Will Lucy’s father 

ever learn to love cheesecake made entirely of 
soy? I’ll never tell, but watch the film to find out 
yourself. 

While there are several cringy moments that 
didn’t age well (I mean, 2002 wasn’t exactly a 
banner year for feminist ideals), overall, Two 
Weeks Notice is a delightfully fluffy romantic 
comedy that transports you away from the woes 
of the present while still allowing you to maintain 
your preservationist ideals. 

Wait, That’s About Preservation? 
continued from page 5

West Village Historic District 
Buffalo, New York 
Travelogue Release Date: August 2022

One of the city’s oldest 
residential neighborhoods, 
the West Village was laid out 
as part of Joseph Ellicott’s 
original plan of Buffalo, 
and includes buildings 
constructed between 1854 
and 1914. The earliest area 
to be developed within the 
neighborhood was Johnson 
Park, former estate of 
Ebenezer Johnson, Buffalo’s 
first mayor, which was 
subdivided after his death. 

Cover of the West 
Village Historic District 
travelogue designed by 
Darren Cotton featuring 
69 Johnson Park.

CURIOUS ABOUT PRESERVATION 
PASSPORT SEASON 1? 

Check out www.preservationbuffaloniagara.org  
to order travelogue guidebooks of the Hamlin 
Park Historic District (Buffalo), the Sweeney 
Estate Historic District (Tonawanda), the 
Park Place Historic District (Niagara Falls), 
the Broadway Historic District (Lancaster), or 
the Jamestown Downtown Historic District 
(Jamestown).
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